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Celebrating Ann and Al Hill for fostering 67 children over 27 years
By Peter Osborne
and Dan Yount
      
 Imagine a world where 

all children are nurtured 
to discover, cultivate and 
apply their natural gifts.
A Kennedy Heights 

couple, which has 
fostered 67 children, 
was recently honored by 
Beech Acres Parenting 
Center for a fostering 
career that improved 
the lives of children and 
families for parts of the 
last three decades.
 Ann and Al Hill began 

serving as foster parents 
in 1993 and continued 
for 27 years, until retiring 
from foster care in 2020.
 “Ann and Al have been 

amazing foster parents 
and represent everything 
we do at Beech Acres to 
equip parents, families 
and communities to raise 
great kids,” said Jessica 
Thompson, Director 
of Foster Care and 
Adoption, Beech Acres 
Parenting Center.
 The Hills have 

specialized in fostering 
teenage girls, which has 
been particularly helpful 
because of the great 
need for foster homes 
for teenagers in Greater 
Cincinnati. Beech Acres 
is always seeking safe, 
loving and diverse 
foster homes that can 
keep children connected 
with their school and 
community. Right now 
there is a need for foster 
homes.
“We had foster girls in 

our home, because we 
had two daughters, whom 

we raised and sent on to 
college,” said Ann Hill. 
“With no young people in 
the house any longer, we 
decided to turn to foster 
care parenting, because 
there is a great need for 
foster care homes in 
Cincinnati.”
The Hills had two girls 

from Beech Acres in 
their home at a time, but 
sometimes there were 
more than two. They 
usually stayed until they 
reached age 18, when 
they can be considered 
independent. Half of the 
girls graduated from high 
school. Some graduated 
from college.
Each youth comes from 

a different background, 
and that must be 
considered, she said. 
The Hills started off 

with each youth by 
taking them to church 
with them, and some of 
them went to church on 
their own, Ann said. 

Al Hill said the couple 
took a very active role 
in being a part of the 
girls’ lives. They took 
them various places with 
them, helped them with 
homework, attended their 
school events, and took 
them to the annual Beech 
Acres picnic. “We were 
there to give them a hand 
so they could get to the 
place they wanted to be,” 
he said. “If they had a 
problem, we dealt with it 
and solved it ourselves.’’
The Hills also had 

barbecues on their 
backyard deck with extra 
food for neighbors that 
often included police 
officers, giving the youth 
opportunities mingle with 
other adults.
All of the youth must 

conform to the house 
rules established by 
Beech Acres for the 
homes, plus additional 
limits the foster parents 
may add.

Some of the youth have 
a hard time adjusting to 
the new routines in foster 
care. The Hills even had 
experience with a youth 
running away, but they 
were able to support 
the youth in coming 
back to their home and 
getting services and 
care. Recently, there 
has been a large push in 
Ohio toward increasing 
normalcy and easing 
transitions for all children 
in care.
The majority of the 

youth were not a 
problem, and worked in 
well with the Hills, Ann 
said. 
 We were charged with 

giving them everything 
they need at home, as 
we did for our children,’’ 
Ann said. Some of the 
youth went on trips with 
them, including a visit 
to Florida for one of the 
girls who made straight 
“A”s on her report card, 
they said.
The youth loved the 

Hills’ daughter, Sandra, 
who passed this year at 
the age of 47. Sandra 
assisted her parents with 
the care of the children.
Al Hill said having 

the girls in their home 
meant a lot to the couple. 
“It provided us with a 
sense of responsibility 
in providing a place for 
them to stay, and they 
were so appreciative. We 
led by example. There 
is gratification in being 
able to put something in 
a kid’s life that was not 
promised to them.”
Al worked for 37 years 

with Queen City Metro 
Bus Co. as a driver and 

later as the first Black 
manager of the company. 
Ann worked for 
Kroger’s’ candy factory. 
“We did what we 

thought was right,” Al 
said. “It is important to 
take time out to take an 
interest in and help kids 
who need direction. A 
lot of kids get into the 
street and do not know 
which direction to turn. 
It is important to provide 
opportunities to youth 
that make a difference in 
their lives.’’ 
Beech Acres Parenting 

Center uncovers the 
natural gifts of children 
by unleashing the power 
of parents and caregivers. 
As a contemporary 
parenting center, BAPC 

serves over 13,000 
people annually through 
a wide range of services 
including foster care, 
kinship care, adoption, 
behavioral health support 
in schools, parent 
coaching and more. 
All of the programs are 
founded in the Natural 
Strength Parenting 

framework, which 
enables parents to unlock 
their own potential by 
building on their unique 
strengths. 
On any given day in 

Hamilton County, more 
than 1,000 children are 
in foster care, so foster 
parents serve as a critical 
community resource. 
Beech Acres has been 
training foster parents to 
meet this need for more 
than 40 years. Its foster 
service includes a unique 
matching program to 
connect families with 
individual children. 
Foster parents in the 
Beech Acres community 
receive support and 
guidance from peers 
and trained experts to 

help them provide safe 
and welcoming homes.  
Beech Acres Parenting 
Center has information 
about how to become a 
foster parent, including 
a step-by-step guide 
through the process, 
available at beechacres.
org or by calling (513) 
231-6630.

Ann and Al Hill 
Provided

The Herald              January 18, 2020 - January 24, 2020   B5                          

Youth attend a SuperSeeds sessions with Candice Tolbert, SuperSeeds founder, second from right in middle row. Photos provided
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SuperSeeds partners with Ohio Kings 
for youth development program
Contributed by SuperSeeds

The Ohio Kings 
announced a sponsorship 
agreement with 
SuperSeeds, a non-profit 
organization with a mission 
to disrupt the 
school-to-prison pipeline 

by providing alternative 
resources for school 
discipline with a focus on 
youth development and 
to bridge the relationship 
between youth and law 
enforcement. 
SuperSeeds is the uniform 

sponsor for the Ohio Kings 
during the 2019-20 season, 
and the nonprofit’s logo 
appears prominently on the 
front of the team’s home 
and away jerseys.
“I saw this as a 

great opportunity for 
collaboration,” said 
Candice Tolbert, executive 
director of SuperSeeds at 
7812 Hamilton Avenue. 
“The Ohio Kings’ owners 
stated their desire to give 
back to the community. 
They desire to interact with 
young people, and to not 
just be examples from a 
distance, but mentors up 
close and personal.’’       
Kevin L. Aldridge, Ohio 

Kings team president, 
thanked SuperSeeds for its 
support.
“We are grateful to 

Candice for sharing and 
believing in the vision we 
have cast for this team. 
While we intend to bring 
a competitive, family-
friendly and affordable 
brand of basketball to 
Cincinnati, it’s about 
more than entertainment 
and making money,” 
Aldridge said. “We want 
to have a positive impact 
on the people and youth 
of this city whether they 
ever attend one of our 
basketball games or not. 
This partnership with 

SuperSeeds will enable us 
to do that in a multitude of 
ways.”
SuperSeeds is an effective 

program that is proactive 
in detouring youth from 
behaviors that feed into 
incarceration. The non-
profit has an established 
collaboration with the 
Hamilton 
County Sheriff’s 

Department, where youth 
with whom SuperSeeds 
works will get an inside 
look into all areas of law 
enforcement, including 
interviewing jail inmates. 
Youth go to University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center, 
where they learn about the 
consequences of drugs and 
gun violence, and to the 
University of Cincinnati 
and Cincinnati State, where 
the focus shifts to the 
importance of education.
“I thought about the 

youth that I serve when 
deciding to sponsor the 
Ohio Kings,” Tolbert said. 
“They have the seeds of 
leadership within them, but 
most just ‘need to see it to 
believe it.’ But when they 
see people who look like 
them doing big things, it 

can help motivate them to 
get up to do something and 
aspire to be something.”
The Ohio Kings and 

SuperSeeds missions 
are aligned in that both 
organizations understand 
that in order to change 
the future, we all must 
reach back to help our 
youth before they enter 
the pipeline to prison, said 
Tolbert.
“Millions of dollars are 

spent with programs for 
inmates inside the jail 
to reduce the recidivism 
rate and programs for life 
after incarceration. As a 
community, we are doing 
it backwards,” Tolbert 
said. “We need to invest in 
our kids on the front end 
– being proactive versus 
reactive.”
Among the Ohio Kings 

community outreach 
efforts during the 2019-20 
season is free haircuts for 
youth before and during 
games. The team is also 
working on an initiative 
with the Cincinnati Police 
Department to build more 
trusting relationships 
between police and youth 
throughout the city.

The Ohio Kings began 
play December 7 at 
Cincinnati State. Tickets 
are on sale at theohiokings.
com. You may also contact 
the team via email at 
ohkingsbasketball@gmail.
com. 
Follow the team on 

Facebook, Twitter (@
ohkingsbasketb1) 
and Instagram 
(ohkingsbasketball).
Candice and Daryl 

Tolbert of SuperSeeds 
are licensed trainers 
through iirp (International 
Institute for Restorative 
Practices). Restorative 
practices involve the 
science of relationships and 
community. “All humans 
are hardwired to connect.
Just as we need food, 

shelter and clothing, human 
beings also need strong and 
meaningful relationships to 
thrive,” said Tolbert.
Restorative practices 

is an emerging social 
science that studies how 
to strengthen relationships 
between individuals as 
well as social connections 
within communities. 
Training is available for 
school administrators, 

parents, law enforcement, 
management personnel and 
others.  
The training is a two-

day class.  If you are 
interested in attending or 
providing training for your 
organization, call 513 543-
4275.
Darryl and Candice, 

parents of three boys, had 
a their son suspended from 
school for staring. They 
have a passion of wanting 
to develop our youth. 

For five years, the Tolbert 
Family worked with 
youth at the entry point 
of the court system by 
volunteering at Hillcrest 
Academy. 
In addition, Candice 

Tolbert, through Assist 
Financial Group LLC. 
helps numerous individuals 
with felonies find gainful 
employment through 
entrepreneurship.

Candice and Daryl Tolbert of SuperSeeds, at right, are working 
with Kevin L. Aldridge and the Ohio Kings to mentor troubled 
youth. 
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Nine Princeton athletes 
sign to play at colleges
By Patricia Roddy
Princeton City Schools

The Princeton City 
Schools Athletic 
Department celebrated 
nine student-athletes 
who signed their 
National Letter of 
Intent to pursue their 
academic and athletic 
careers at the collegiate 
level. The ceremony 
was held at Princeton 
High School on 
December 18. 

The nine athletes, their 
destinations and sports 
are:
Kahlil Davis, 

University of the 
Cumberlands, men’s 
basketball
Elijah Eberhardt, 

Bowling Green State 
University, football
Darrion Henry-

Young, The Ohio State 
University, football
MyJaden Horton, 

University of Akron, 
football

Juan Jarrett, 
University of Akron, 
football
Paris Johnson Jr., The 

Ohio State University, 
football
Vincent Munlin Jr., 

Eastern Kentucky 
University, football
Jaheim Thomas, 

University of 
Cincinnati, football
Willow White, 

Notre Dame College, 
women’s basketball.

Winton Woods Elementary School 
students inducted into National  
Elementary Honor Society
By Corina Denny
Community 
Engagement 
Coordinator
  
FOREST PARK— 

On October 2, a 
display of certificates 
recognized the proud 
new members of the 
National Elementary 
Honor Society 
(NEHS). Ecstatic 
parents, guardians and 
friends were present 
at Winton Woods 
Elementary School for 
the induction ceremony 
and to celebrate the 

23 new inductees 
of the prestigious 
organization. 
 The evening 

included a reciting 
of the NEHS pledge 
as the students were 
called individually to 
receive their medals 
and membership 
certificates. Each 
scholar was awarded 
for excelling 
academically and 
modeling exceptional 
responsible attributes. 
The new NEHS 

members are Emily 
Appora, Elizabeth 

Baker, King Blakey, 
Nasha Boateng, 
Mia Canaday, Ruth 
Chaj Lopez, Trinity 
Chapman-Davis, 
Malik Davis, Benjamin 
DeLucio, Angel 
Dulal, Ke’Air Evans, 
Kinverlyn Flores-
Velasquez, Aliou Jah, 
Samuel Matkins, 
Jenique McDay, 
Alexandria Price, 
Camila Ramirez, David 
Routt, Parys Twyman, 
Lucia Vargas, Allison 
Vu, Khayden Waver 
and Janaya White. 
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