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OPINION
WRITING LETTERS OR OP-EDS: Letters of up to 200 words may be submitted by filling out the form at
static.cincinnati.com/letter/ or emailing letters@enquirer.com. Include name, address, community and
daytime phone number. Op-eds are submitted the same way except they should be 500-600 words and
also include a one-sentence bio and head shot. Submissions may be edited for space and clarity.

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the first year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at 
home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. 
Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. 
After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.
MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on 
Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency 

systems MobileHelp protects you:
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•  Simple one-button 
operation

•  Affordable service
•  Amplified 2-way voice 

communication

•  24/7 access to U.S. 
based emergency 
operators

•  GPS location detection
•  Available Nationwide

MobileHelp Features:

MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week by simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike traditional 
systems that only work inside your home, a MobileHelp medical alert 
system extends help beyond the home. Now you can participate in all 
your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, shopping and 
traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal alert system with 
you. MobileHelp, the “on-the-go” help button, is powered by one of the 
nation’s largest cellular networks, so there’s virtually no limit to your help 
button’s range. 

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require 
a landline, with the MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. 
Whether you are home or away from home, a simple press of your help 
button activates your system, providing the central station with your 
information and location. Our trained emergency operators will know 
who you are and where you are located. 

If you’re one of the millions of people that have waited for an alert 
service because it didn’t fit your lifestyle, or settled for a traditional 
system even though it only worked in the home, then we welcome you 
to try MobileHelp. Experience peace of mind in the home or on the go.

To be truly independent, your 

personal emergency device 

needs to work on the go.

 FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

 FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

 50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

 p l u s  FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

GET OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER NOW:

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95* 
/month

From

Optional Fall Button™

The automatic fall detect pendant 
that works WHERE YOU GO!

A Help Button 
Should Go Where 
You Go!

Scan Me

513-586-4796
https://offers.mobilehelp.com/usatodaye-edition/

It can be a frightening thought for par-
ents: “If I can’t take care of my child, who
will?”

For many, the first names that come to
mind are those of relatives, such as
aunts, uncles or grandparents. In reality,
these types of living situations may be far
more common than we realize, forming a
critical cushion for children who are re-
moved from their homes.

Many of us are familiar with the foster
care network of adults who make room in
their homes to bring stability and love
into the lives of children whose parents
may be unable or unwilling to care for
them. When these caregivers are extend-
ed family or a non-relative adult who has
a long-standing bond with the child, we
use the term “kinship care,” and it is a
structure that can bring welcome famil-
iarity into the lives of children going
through a massive change in life. Kinship

Care Month in September gives us a mo-
ment to offer thanks and support to these
heroes.

Kinship care providers do everything
they can to give these children a place to
feel safe and secure. Moving away from a
birth parent can generate feelings of loss
and guilt, so placement with a family
member brings hope and a sense of be-
longing to reduce the upheaval in the
child’s life.

Kinship care providers quietly form a
critical component in the national sys-
tem of caring for children whose parents
no longer can. Nationwide, 2.7 million
children are living in kinship care situa-
tions, accounting for over a quarter of all
children in the foster care system. Kin-
ship care arrangements reduce other-
wise traumatic experiences for children
because family members are more likely
to know and understand the child’s cir-
cumstances and needs. Keeping children
within their families of origin has a posi-
tive impact on their long-term mental
and physical well-being.

Kinship situations often come togeth-
er with only a moment’s notice. When a
parent becomes unable to care for the

child or is separated by the justice sys-
tem, one of the first questions is whether
there is a family member with whom the
child can stay. Because these situations
tend to develop quickly, kinship provid-
ers often have no time to prepare, emo-
tionally or financially.

Being raised by a grandparent may
bring comfort, but it is usually quite dif-
ferent from being raised by a parent. And
as time passes, the challenges grow. Pro-
fessional, trained kinship care support
programs can provide valuable assis-
tance. As a society, we must do a better
job of educating kinship care providers
about this helping hand.

At my agency, Beech Acres Parenting
Center, we know the challenges kinship
providers face, even when they may not
fully grasp those challenges themselves.
The Beech Acres approach has its foun-
dation in our Natural Strength Parenting
framework, which builds on the inherent
strengths every child and adult is born
with to add emotional resilience in diffi-
cult times. When professional support
arrives for families in need, the impact
can be powerful. 

For example, trained support leads to

improvements in family function and the
mental health of both children and kin-
ship providers. Research has shown that
equipping kinship parents with positive
parenting and coping strategies leads to
significant reductions in child behavioral
problems while improving providers’ be-
lief in their capacity to successfully raise
these children through disruption. 

Adding an additional seat at the din-
ner table also brings additional cost, so
kinship providers need to know how to
access the state financial support that is
available in Ohio and many other states.

If you are a family member providing
care for a child who is not your son or
daughter, please reach out for help and
know you are not alone. If you have a
granddaughter, grandson, niece, nephew
or other child relative who may be losing
their home, I invite you to consider
whether kinship care could be a good fit.
It could make a world of difference at a
turning point in the life of a child.

Victoria Jamison is director of preven-
tion services with Beech Acres Parenting
Center in Cincinnati, which offers more
information about Kinship Care at
beechacres.org.

Kinship care providers need, deserve our support

Your Turn
Victoria Jamison

Guest columnist

Trump and Biden are old, corrupt

A recent headline in the USA TODAY
section of the Enquirer read: “Biden is
old, Trump is corrupt.” What it should
have said was: “The leading presidential
candidates of our two major political
parties are both old and corrupt.”

It’s a shame that our country can’t
find candidates who can reasonably and
intelligently debate the serious issues
facing our country, including the divi-
siveness that threatens to destroy us
from within.

Tom Younger, West Chester Township

Fond memories of Empress chili

I loved the article by Sherwood
Stumpf (“No need for defensive tone
with Cincinnati chili stories,” Aug. 30).
His mention of the long-gone Empress
Chili on East 5th Street reminded me
of my travels while in the Navy during
the 1960s. Based 650 miles away in
Virginia Beach, I would hitch hike
through eastern Virginia and the
mountains of West Virginia to spend
the weekend at home. After 12 to 14
hours on the lonely, dark, two-lane
roads, my first reward for making the

trip was a stop at that East 5th Street
Empress before getting to my home on
the west side. That place makes me
hungry just remembering it.

Bob McElroy, Anderson Township

Women have more power 
now than ever before

Regarding, “Women must regain con-
trol amid pervasive misogyny,” (Aug.
23), by Sophia Myers: Young lady, I find
it amazing that you blame President
Trump for the hatred of women that you
think is prevalent in our country. You are

a young college student. You have your
whole life ahead of you. You are unique.
You can do and be anything you want to
be. You have a will and can make your
own choices. Don’t listen to whoever you
are listening to, telling you that women
are being hurt, belittled and taken ad-
vantage of. Women have more power
now than ever before. It is up to you to
make the right choice. Don’t whine and
blame everyone else. Make the right
choices. Be thankful for the blessings in
your life. Be proud to be a woman.

Arlene Doerger, Cleves
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