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MASON

At Work On Purpose celebrates 20
years at milestone XL Summit

At Work On Purpose (AWOP) cele-
brated its 20th anniversary at its annual
Summit, XL 2023, on July 15 at Grace
Chapel in Mason. As a celebratory expe-
rience, more than 200 Christian work-
place leaders from around the globe
came together for the milestone half-
day event. 

“A decade ago — with the help of Ja-
son Benedict, who came up with the
phrase — we declared our identity as a
citywide workplace ministry,” said
Chuck Proudfit, AWOP Founder and
President. “And now, after 20 years,
we’re declaring our trajectory: that
we’re going to be spreading citywide
workplace ministry all over the world,
and we’re going to be helping to propa-
gate a 21st century expression of the 1st
century church at work,” explained
Proudfit. “XL 2023 marks 20 years of
building out and refining our citywide
workplace model, and it also marks the
beginning of this new season of prolifer-
ation,” added Proudfit.

To that end, Jason Benedict of Re-
gent University was awarded the 2023
Transformation Trailblazers award.
Benedict was honored for his pivotal
role in originally helping AWOP formu-
late its identity as a citywide ministry —
a ministry whose unique DNA is trans-
forming the city of Cincinnati, Ohio
through the workplace. 

As a part of the Summit’s theme of
“cultivating an ecosystem of workplace
ministry,” the event featured conversa-
tion with Evans Nwankwo of Megen
Construction; Jane Edelmann of IN-
TACT Counseling Group; and Brad Gros-
jean of Young Professionals AWOP. 

The Summit also included a deep-
dive into how faith-based workplace
initiatives are transforming cities
throughout the country. Interviews with
practitioners included: Amy Willmann
of Nehemiah Foundation; Paul Hem-
minger of StoryConnect; Kirk Lithander
of Fairhaven Church; Caleb Ingram of
Ohio Good Community; and Matt Jen-
sen of the National Christian Founda-
tion. 

Additionally, attendees learned
about AWOP’s ongoing collaboration
with Harvard University. In a landmark
study on human flourishing, Harvard
University has discovered religious
community is one of four necessary
pathways to flourishing in our individ-
ual lives, and to flourishing in the com-
munities where we live. 

At the conclusion of the Summit,
Proudfit talked how AWOP is serving as
a model for other citywide workplace
ministries in cities as diverse as Minne-
apolis, Minnesota; Raleigh Durham,
North Carolina; Orlando, Florida; Nairo-
bi, Kenya; and Cairo, Egypt. “And in this
next decade for AWOP, we’re going to be
proliferating this model of citywide
workplace ministry—all over the world,”
said Proudfit. 

For more information on AWOP and
its specific initiatives, visit http://at-
workonpurpose.org/ or call 800-513-
9580.

Kim Geiger

CINCINNATI

Cincinnati Golf Classic raises
$815,000 for American Cancer
Society

In its 19th year, the American Cancer
Society’s Cincinnati Golf Classic raised
$815,000 to support the American Can-
cer Society’s vision: Ending cancer as
we know it, for everyone. Held on July
30-31 at Kenwood Country Club, the
tournament had approximately 320
golfers in attendance.

The event was hosted by Master of
Ceremonies, Allison Rogers of WLWT,
along with Event Co-Chairs David
Arends and Ken Black. This year’s tour-
nament featured Honoree Kristi Nelson,
who shared her inspiring message of
gratitude and hope, bringing a room of
more than 300 people to their feet in
ovation. This year also featured the in-
augural Ladies’ League 9-Hole scram-
ble, bringing in corporate participation
in support of growing the female pres-
ence at this outing, and within golf in
general.

More than just a golf outing, the Cin-
cinnati Golf Classic provides an experi-
ence like no other, and it is proud to be
nationally recognized as one of the top
four revenue producing tournaments
benefiting the American Cancer Society.
Since its inception in 2005, the tourna-
ment has raised over $6 million to help
the American Cancer Society continue
to fund life-saving research, in addition
to providing free programs and services

for cancer patients and their families in
our community and across the nation. 

To learn about sponsorship opportu-
nities, or to reserve your spot at the 20th
anniversary year of the Cincinnati Golf
Classic in 2024, please contact Melanie
Schmid at 513-493-0840 or melan-
ie.schmid@cancer.org

Melanie Schmid

FAIRFIELD

Sacred Heart Festival Aug. 11-13

Live bands, carnival food, and both
adult and children’s games are on tap at
this year’s Sacred Heart Festival, set for
Aug. 11-13.

The festival runs from 6 p.m. to mid-
night, Friday; 5 p.m. to midnight Satur-
day; and 3-9 p.m., Sunday, on church
grounds, 400 Nilles Road, in Fairfield. 

DV8 takes to the stage 8 p.m. Friday;
Cassette Junkies performs and 8 p.m.,
Saturday; and the Naked Karate Girls
begins its session at 5 p.m., Sunday. 

All three days there will be a food tent
offering hamburgers, brats, LaRosa’s
pizza, funnel cakes, cotton candy, na-
chos, and other items. In addition, there
will be a fish fry on Friday, Chick-fil-A on
Saturday and food from Rib City on Sun-
day.

Kona Ice and Flub’s ice cream will
also have trucks on festival grounds.
Fretboard Brewing Co. will provide craft
beer, along with Summer Shandy, Miller
Lite, PBR, and Coors beers.

Rides will be provided by Wally’s
Concessions. Daily armbands will be
sold that allow the purchaser to ride un-
limited for a set period of time that day.
There will be 28 children’s and adult
games, including games of chance. 

Tickets for a $10,000 grand prize
drawing on Sunday cost $15 each, three
for $35 or seven for $75. Dozens of
themed baskets are being offered along
with a bid ‘n’ buy booth.

There is no parking or admission fee.
Information: www.sacredheart-fair-

field.org/festival, Sacred Heart Festival
Fairfield Ohio on Facebook, or 513-858-
4210

Sue Kiesewetter, Enquirer contrib-
utor

GREATER CINCINNATI

Cancer Family Care welcomes six
new board members

Cancer Family Care, a nonprofit
agency that strengthens the well-being
and alleviates the suffering of children,
adults, and families coping with cancer
has welcomed six new board members.

Whayne Herriford, MS, LPPC-S, pri-
vate mental health professional, Maria
Holmes, VP Sponsorship Marketing at
Fifth Third, Michael Kramer, President
at The Jewish Hospital – Mercy Health,

Mindy Rector, Vice President, Supply
Chain Product Experience at Kroger,
Ron Rohlfing, Vice President, Opera-
tions at UC Health West Chester Hospi-
tal, and Robin Wood Boue, Managing
Director, BHS Connect.

In addition to mental health support,
Cancer Family Care also offers Thera-
peutic Massage, Healing Touch, and
free wigs, hats, and scarves to individ-
uals with a cancer diagnosis. For more
information about services please call
513-731-3346 or visit www.cancerfami-
lycare.org 

Kevin Hackman, Cancer Family Care

MASON

Mason Scholarship Foundation
awards students

The Mason Scholarship Foundation,
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Ma-
son, recently chose their 2023 award
winners. 

Recipients of the $6,000 grants
($1,500 for 4 years) were given to four
recent graduates from Mason High
School, Aiden Albers, Anna Gogul, Ma-
ria Habra, and Grace McKay. Two other
finalists were given $1,000 one-time fi-
nalist scholarships: Mason High School
graduates Libby Sears and Tanya Kes-
kar. Tanya was awarded the Dave Lyons
Memorial Scholarship. Dave Lyons was
a well-known, beloved journalist who
covered our local news in Warren Coun-
ty. 

These students were chosen from
over 30 applicants for their dedication
to service to their school and communi-
ty, their work ethic and leadership roles,
as well as their academic success.

Anna Gogul, daughter of Christopher
and Amy Goful, received the Tom Paffe
Scholarship for her countless hours of
leadership and service to her school
community. Ms. Gogul will attend Butler
University concentrating on pre-occu-
pational therapy. 

The Tom Paffe Scholarship is named
in honor of Tom Paffe, a loyal member of
the Kiwanis Club of Mason for nearly 60
years. Mr. Paffe was recognized by Ki-
wanis International for his work as the
club secretary, and he contributed many
years of service to the Mason Scholar-
ship Foundation board of trustees.

Aiden Albers, son of Thomas and Gi-
ma Albers, was awarded a four-year
scholarship. He will study animal sci-
ence on a pre-veterinary medicine tract
at The Ohio State University. 

Maria Habra is the daughter of Mark
and Jennifer Habra. She will major in
education and American sign language
at Kent State University. 

Grace McKay is the daughter of Dan-
iel and Monica McKay. She plans to ob-
tain a Bachelor of Science in nursing at
Xavier University. 

These top four recipients and their

families were honored on May 25 at the
meeting of the Mason Kiwanis Club at
the Manor House in Mason. In addition
to the monetary award, each scholar-
ship winner received a certificate and a
yard sign. 

Ruthann Carr, Mason Scholarship
Foundation

HAMILTON COUNTY

Beech Acres honors foster parents
for decades of service

Beech Acres Parenting Center, which
for over 40 years has been providing
foster care and kinship care programs
for children in Greater Cincinnati, Day-
ton and Montgomery County, recog-
nized kinship care and foster parents
who have provided 5 years of service in
a special night of thanks at the Amer-
ican Sign Museum in Cincinnati.

This program, sponsored by the TQL
Foundation, took place during National
Foster Care Awareness Month.

Honored for their 5 years of foster
care were Nicole & Steven Gaunce of
Milford, Lauren & Michael Gerde of Del-
hi, Kaitlyn & Michael Golek of Oak Hills,
Scott Klink and Elizabeth Hardin-Klink
of Northside, Brad and Rebecca Mes-
senger of Mt. Lookout, Melissa and
Scott Regan of Morrow, Christopher and
Kim Ryan of Mason, Scott and Sherri
Springer of Mt. Carmel, Mary Kay Stein
of Sharonville and Max and Shana War-
ner of Norwood.

Every night in Hamilton County,
more than 1,500 children are in need of a
loving foster home. Statewide, more
than 16,000 children are in Ohio’s foster
care system. Beech Acres provides com-
prehensive training, ongoing support,
and peer connections to ensure foster
parents can be successful. Foster par-
enting is an enormously rewarding ex-
perience – providing a loving home to
the most vulnerable children in the
community. More information about
becoming a foster parent is available at
beechacres.org.

This year, Beech Acres placed added
emphasis on supporting kinship care
parents, who are the aunts, uncles,
grandparents and other family mem-
bers who are often pressed into service
at a moment’s notice to care for a loved
one’s child. Kinship caregivers reduce
traumatic experiences for children be-
cause they are more likely to know and
understand the child’s circumstances
and needs. Beech Acres provides sup-
port to help kinship providers keep chil-
dren in a familiar family setting. Nation-
wide, 2.7 million U.S. children are living
in kinship care situations.

Peter Osborne

ERLANGER/ELSMERE

Erlanger Elsmere Historical
Society membership dinner
meeting

After a year of the establishment of
the new Sister City Historical Society of
Erlanger and Elsmere it is time to estab-
lish a strategic long range goal and an
annual plan of activities. We are hoping
many will join the Aug. 10 dinner meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. at the Elsmere Commu-
nity Center at 179 Dell Avenue in Elsm-
ere, KY. 

If you are interested in meeting mem-
bers of your community who share your
interest in history. If you would like to
help the society prepare for our future
goals, come join us. If you have memo-
rabilia or photographs to share, come
join us. 

Our speaker on Aug. 10 will be Paul
Dusing who will show us over 50 slides
of the Dusing Ice House and speak
about the history of the business. Our
meeting are held on the second Thurs-
day of every month at 7 p.m. at the
Elsmere Community Center. 

The society members are also at the
Elsmere Community Center every
Thursday morning for a round table dis-
cussion and office work from 10 a.m. un-
til noon. We would love to see many of
you join us at either time to share your
time, ideas or photos and memorabilia
about the community and your family.

Young Professionals AWOP members gather at the Summit. 
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Mason students awarded scholarships (from left): Aiden Albers, Maria Habra,
Grace McKay and Anna Gogul. PROVIDED
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